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The SPA/RAC: The Marine Biodiversity Centre at the service of the Mediterranean Countries



Status of the Mediterranean MPA system



• 1/3 of the global maritime traffic
+ 4% per year planned by 2025

• 1st world tourist destination
343 million of annual arrivals in 2014, + 40% planned by 2025 

• Booming exploitation of hydrocarbons at sea 

• Overexploited resources and unsustainable fishing
85% of fish stocks overfished 

• Land-based pollutions
profound effects on biodiversity

• Drastic impacts linked to climate change

• Over 1100 non-native marine species, including at 
least 40 invasives

The Mediterranean: a sea under pressure



The Mediterranean MPA System



Post-2020 Regional Strategy for MCPAs and OECMs



Pillar 1: Governance

Pillar 2: MCPA 
Coverage

Pillar 3: OECMs

Pillar 4: MCPA 
Management effectiveness

Pillar 5: Government and 
stakeholder action and support

Inclusive and effective governance 
of MCPAs and OECMs 

Increased coverage of effective 
MCPA systems

OECMs identified, recognized 
and reported

MCPAs managed effectively

Action and support for 
MCPAs mobilized

• Legal frameworks and institutional arrangements allowing for 
participatory management

• Governance of MCPAs and OECMs are inclusive and 
equitable

• National, regional, transboundary and cross-sectoral co-
operation strengthened

• Adaptive planning and management frameworks 
strengthened

• Areas of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services 
identified

• Distribution of MCPA systems across the Mediterranean is 
balanced 

• MCPA coverage in areas beyond national jurisdiction 
increased

• Number and coverage of MCPAs with enhanced protection 
increased 

• Awareness on OECMs enhanced and guidance for the 
application of OECM criteria provided

• OECMs identified, recognized and reported to regional and 
global databases

• OECMs effectiveness is enhanced, including through 
prioritization in cross-sectoral marine spatial planning

• New OECMs established and recognized OECMs expanded

• Management plans for all MCPAs are adopted, implemented 
and periodically reviewed

• Sufficient and sustainable financial resources mobilized
• Individual and institutional capacity for effective MCPA 

management enhanced
• Surveillance and enforcement strengthened and ensured, and 

user compliance promoted
• Monitoring of conservation outcomes and management 

effectiveness evaluations strengthened 

• Awareness, understanding and appreciation of the values of, 
and threats to MCPAs and OECMs is increased across all 
stakeholders

• Political support for the establishment and management of 
MCPAs and biodiversity conservation increased

• The contribution of MCPAs and OECMs to sustainable 
development goals, the blue economy, climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, and the wider society are 
recognized and accounted for

Outputs Outcomes

By 2030, at least 30 
per cent of the 
Mediterranean Sea is 
protected and 
conserved through 
well connected, 
ecologically 
representative, and 
effective systems of 
MCPAs and OECMs, 
ensuring adequate 
geographical balance, 
with the focus on 
areas particularly 
important for 
biodiversity 

By 2030, the number 
and coverage of 
MCPAs with enhanced 
protection levels is 
increased, contributing 
to the recovery of 
marine ecosystems

Targets
The MCPA and
OECM Strategy



Strategic Pillar 3. OECMs

 

 

 

 

where appropriate to enhance the protection measures of MCPAs and to consider identifying or 

establishing MCPAs or core zones within MCPAs with enhanced protection measures, for example, 

no-entry, no-take and no-fishing zones. Identifying important areas for protection, documenting and 

sharing knowledge between Contracting Parties and enhanced transboundary co-operation, will be 

essential actions under this pillar if outputs and outcomes are to be achieved.  

 

Pillar 3: OECMs  
 

 
 

In addition to expanding MCPA coverage, OECMs will play an increasingly important role in 

progressing the region towards its post-2020 target. As a relatively new concept for the region, 

creating awareness on OECMs, providing guidance for applying screening tools and assessments 

against criteria, and supporting their subsequent reporting to the relevant databases will be key 

elements under this pillar. Effective inter-sectoral and multi-stakeholder cooperation and engagement, 

and documenting and sharing experiences, will be critical for the success of this outcome. Since the 

responsibility for OECMs will generally fall under other sectors, marine spatial planning processes 

will be an important avenue to help prioritize and promote the identification and recognition of 

OECMs and to enhance their biodiversity conservation measures. This strategy focuses on the 

identification, recognition and reporting of OECMs only, and not their subsequent management and 

monitoring, which are likely to fall under other sectors’ mandates. 

 

Pillar 4: MCPA Management Effectiveness 

 

 
 

Global Biodiversity targets for MCPAs recognize that increasing their coverage is not sufficient on its 

own and once established, MCPAs must be effectively managed. Identifying desired conservation 

outcomes, developing frameworks for their management, and ensuring management effectiveness is 

routinely evaluated are critical steps for ensuring adaptive and effective management of MCPAs. Plans 

alone however will not safeguard the biodiversity and socio-economic values of MCPAs, such plans 

need to be implemented effectively. To do so, it is critical that sufficient and sustainable funds are 

available to MCPA managers across the region and that institutions and their staff have the relevant 
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The Barcelona Convention has an important role to play in facilitating the identification, recognition and reporting of 
OECMs, but their management and monitoring would generally fall under other sectors and within the mandate of other 
regional organizations



The way forward

The Barcelona Convention ambitions to:

✓ Spread a common understanding of OECMs 
and OECMs criteria;

✓ Provide guidance to the Contracting Parties 
on the application of the criteria (CBD) at 
the Mediterranean level, particularly to 
ensure maintaining a coherent threshold on 
biodiversity outcomes;

✓ Facilitate and initiate inter-sectoral and 
regional dialogue and sharing experiences
around OECMs.
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